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Introduction: the main question

Half humorously, half-seriously, the Jews have been called an “ever dying
people.” The hard historical reality behind this is that Jews have suffered



enormous losses through the course of its history. To provide just a few
examples, Jewish communal existence has been destroyed:

In 727 and 586 BC Assyrian and Babylonian Empires destroyed the first Jewish
kingdom.

In 70 and 132 independent communal Jewish existence was destroyed by the
Roman Empire.

In 1215 Jewish life in England was destroyed and the community expelled.
In 1492 Jewish life in Spain was destroyed and the community expelled.

In 1648 a rebellion in the Ukraine, then part of Poland, ravaged Jewish existence
there.

The damage done to European Jews by the Nazi and Stalin regimes is
irreversible, even if Jewish life in Europe somehow recovers its former numbers.

Still, until now, this “ever dying people” has not only escaped complete
destruction, but continues to flourish in difficult conditions. Is there something
we can learn from this?

Argument

1) There is no secret to Jewish survival. Both those who celebrate it as a
miracle, or denounce it as a sinister plot pay little attention to the complexities
of Jewish history. Instead of looking for secrets, it is better to look for long-
term continuities.

2) In my opinion, the strongest long-term continuity in Jewish history is their
status as a small nation, a minority nation. Of course, the notion of
“majority/minority” is a relative concept. Still, the most typical experience for
Jews throughout their history is to find themselves smaller and less powerful
than their neighbors and to find themselves threatened by the world around
them.

3) One of the most helpful ways to understand Jewish history is to look for the
degree of power and powerlessness held by the Jewish people, keeping in mind
that power in one respect may be weakness in another and vice versa.



Application
1) Jewish history can be divided into four approximate periods:

Ancient: 1300-300 BCE
Classical: 300 BCE-300 CE
Medieval: 300-1800
Modern: 1800 to the present.

In each era, the kind of power and powerlessness changes, but strong
continuities in the quality of minority existence endure.

1) In the ancient period, the Jewish people’s primary task and achievement was
developing an individual sense of mission or purpose. A key advantage this
gave the Jews was the capacity to link its religious identity to its struggle for
survival (in a viscous, “Darwinian” environment). This gave the Jews an
enormous sense of power. But the very thing that strengthened them also
weakened them, as Jewish religious and cultural success became tied to the
fragile power of Jewish political and military institutions.

2) The creation of the Mishna and Talmud (oral law) by the rabbis or Pharisees
solved this problem by allowing Jews to focus on things they could control: their
ethical and religious life. This solution created its own problems, particularly
the question of how Jews should relate to the outside world.

3) The problem of interaction with the outside world was again “solved” in the
medieval period. Through a combination of persecution and exclusion on the
part of the non-Jewish world, and self-chosen isolation on the part of Jewish
communities, Jewish life looked inward and its traditions lived on, even in the
most scattered settlements. Until the totalitarianism of the 20™-century, this was
the age when Jews were most vulnerable to persecution.

4) Jewish efforts in the in the modern age revolve are two goals that are
sometimes compatible, sometimes not. On the one hand, they seek to reverse
the political and social vulnerability of centuries past. On the other hand, they
seek to maintain or restore the solidarity and intensity they had when they lived
solely among themselves.

The following section will analyze some of the strengths and weakness of
modern Jewish identities.

Power and Powerlessness in Modern Jewish History



Modern Jews have attempted to address their problems by through cultural and
political means. In the realm of culture, they have tried:

1) Assimilating into modern culture. A good example of this is the life and
career of Moses Mendelssohn (1729-86). He tried to reconcile Jews with the
outside world by making both more “enlightened.” The advantage this gave
Jews is that they could participate in valued modern affairs. The disadvantage
was that it this made it very hard for Jews to maintain their own identity as Jews.

2) Rejecting modern culture in the name of “orthodoxy.” A good example of
this is Rabbi Yisrael Mier Kagen or “Chofetz Chaim™(1838-1933). Outsiders do
not know him, but even today a great many pious Jews deeply revere him
because he argued that the modern world must not make Jews change their
traditional ways. Figures like this allow Jews to continue to be a self-defining
community, but at the cost of isolation, and even a return to medieval
conditions.

3) Redefining Judaism as a culture or civilization. Modern times have
produced great Jewish historians like Heinrich Graetz (1817-91) in Germany
and Simon Dubnov (1860-1941) in Eastern Europe. These efforts make it easier
for intellectuals to be proud of Judaism, but they also appeal mostly to educated
people and do not tell people what to believe.

4) Celebrating Jews as exceptional people. Jews sometimes have a reputation
for being especially intelligent, and most discussions of Jews in modern times
contain a list of “geniuses.” Jews have made very many valuable contributions
to the modern world, and recognizing this fact makes Jews more welcome. On
the other hand, it is often difficult to see what i1s Jewish about these
contributions.

In the world of politics:

1) Relying on powerful individuals, usually a minister or millionaire. A good
example of this is the career of Moses Montefiore (1784-1885), British Jew who
used his wealth and position to help Jewish causes throughout the world. The
Rothschild family is another example. The advantages and disadvantages these
figures bring are linked. They are often able to do much good, but they evoke
envy and resentment, and are vulnerable themselves, if they fall from power.

2) Subsuming Jewish interests in a general world wide movement. The most
obvious example is the Jewish presence in socialist and communist parties. The
writings of figures like Rosa Luxemberg (1870-1919) make it clear that that they



believed that Jewish problems would be solved in a general revolution. This
strategy did not succeed, but is likely to be reintroduced in different ways.

3) Creating a Jewish State. Zionism is the most successful Jewish political
movement in modern times. The advantages it brings the Jewish people are
obvious, and the ongoing warfare in the Middle East makes its disadvantages
equally obvious. These two things cannot be separated.

General Conclusions

The idea of “power and powerlessness” is a good way to understand Jewish
history, especially if we keep in mind that the terms are relative and linked.

It is also a good way to compare Jewish history with the history of other nations,
especially small ones. For instance, a discussion of “Power and Powerlessness
in Bulgarian History” would be particularly interesting.

Nothing in this approach tells us what we should think or who we should
admire. For this, we must decide on our own.
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CHJIA U FE3CHJIUE B EBPEHCKATA HCTOPUA
(npeBoa: nou. A-p P. ['enoB)

npo¢. HeviBun [Mukbe
[I{aTcku yHUBEpCUTET HA ApU30Ha

BbBeaeHne: OCHOBHHUSAT BBIIPOC

[TomyHamera, moJyHauCTUHA €BPEUTE Ca HAPUYAHU “‘BEUHO YMHPALIUSL
Hapoxa”. CypoBaTa MCTOpHUYECKA JEUCTBUTEIHOCT, KOATO JlaBa OCHOBAaHUE 3a
TOBa TBBPJACHUE €, Y€ EBPEUTE Ca MOHACSUIM OTPOMHU 3aryOM B XOJia Ha CBOSITA
ucropus. JloctaTpyHO € Ja €€ 1ocoYaT HIKOJKO IpuUMepa KOoraro
CBILECTBYBAHETO Ha €BPENUCKU OOITHOCTU € OUBAJIO MPEKBHCBAHO.

[Ipe3 727 u 586 r. mp. Xp. epa Acupuiickata 1 BaBuioHckata umnepus
YHUIL0KAaBaT MbPBOTO EBpENcKo napcTso.

IIpez 70 u 132 1. cin. Xp. epa Pumckara ummnepusi yHUIIOKaBa
CaMOCTOSITEITHUTE €BPEUCKH OOIIHOCTH.

[Ipe3 1215 r. e npeKbCHATO CHIIECTBYBAHETO HA €BpEiiCKaTa OOLIHOCT B
AHIIIUA ¥ TS € IPOrOHEHA OT CTPaHaTa.



[Ipe3 1492 r. e cnoxkeH Kpail Ha CbIIECTBYBAHETO HAa €BpeEHcKara
oOuHocT B Mcnanus 1 TS € IporoHeHa oT cTpaHara.

[Ipe3 1648 r. enHo BbCTaHME B YKpaiiHa, TOraBa MoJ IOJICKa BJAcCT,
OIlyCTOIIaBa €BPEUCKUTE OOIIHOCTH TaM.

3aryOuTe, KOMTO IIOHACAT E€BPEMCKUTE OOIIHOCTH OT PENpEecCUUTE Ha
HAIlUCTKUSl U CTAJUHUCTKUS PEKHUM Ca HENONpPaBUMH, MaKap 4ye€ €BpPEHCKUTE
obmHoctn B EBpoma 1a Bb3CTAHOBSIBAT BIOCIEACTBHE JIOHEHIE CBOsTa
YHUCJIEHOCT.

M Bce mak, To3u “BEYHO ymHpall Hapoxa~ YCIABa Aa U30€rHe TOTAJTHOTO
YHHUILIO)KEHHE W HETOBUTE OOIIHOCTH NPOABIKAaBaT Ja JKUBEAT U TBOPAT B
TPYIHH YCIOBUS.

KakBo moyku OMxme MOTJIM /1a U3BJI€YEM OT TO3H OIUT?

AprymeHru:

1) Hama HukakBa TallHa B OLEISIBAHETO HA €BPEUTE.
KakTo Te3u, KOUTO TO MPOBB3IJIACABAT 32 HIKAKBO UyA0, WIH ITbK IO O0SBSIBAT
3a 3JI0BEIIl 3ar0BOp, MPeHeOpernar 1sjIaTa CI0KHOCT Ha eBpeicKaTa HCTOPHSL.

2) Ilo wMoe MHeHMe, HaW-Ba)kHaTa CTpaHa Ha
OPOIBIDKUTEIHATA TIPUEMCTBEHOCT B UCTOPHUATA HA €BPEUTE CE€ OMPENEINs OT
TAXHOTO TOJIO)KEHHE Ha MallbK HapoJl, Ha MalIMHCTBEH Hapoa. Paz0upa ce,
CXBAIIAaHETO 32 ‘“MHO3WHCTBO/MAJIIIUHCTBO MMa JOCTA OTHOCHUTEIICH XapakTep.
N Bce mak, Hali-xapakTepHaTa CTpaHa Ha UCTOPUYECKHUSI OMUT HA €BPEUTE €, Ue
T€ BUHATrW ca OWJIM TIO-MaJIOUMCIIEHU U TI0-CJIAa0M OT TEXHUTE ChCEIU U ca Ouiu
3aruiallieHu OT OKpbKaBalaTa ' cpeia.

3) EmuH oOT Hall-mIOJOTBOPHUTE MOAXOAU 3@
pazOupaHeTo Ha eBpelickaTa HCTOPHS € KaTo pas3rieame CTeIICHUTE Ha CHIaTa U
0e3CHINeTO, KOWTO TPUTEKaBA €BPEUCKHUS HAPOJ, KaTO MMaMme TPEIBHI, Y€
cujiata B €IHO OTHOIIEHHE MOXKe Ja ObJie Oe3cuine B Ipyro, 1 00paTHo

ITocTtanoBka Ha npobema:

1) EBpeiickaTta uctopusi Moxxe J1a ObJie pa3jiejieHa YCIOBHO Ha YETUPH
nepuoja:
Crapa uctopus: ot 1300 go 300 r. mp. Xp. e.;
Kinacuuecka uctopus: ot 300 r. p. Xp. e. g0 300 r. ci. Xp. e.;
CpennosekoBna uctopus: ot 300 mo 1800 r.;
Mopepna ucropusi: ot 1800 r. 10 HaIIM THHU.
[Tpe3 Bcsika OT Te3u enoxu popmara Ha cuilaTa U OE3CHIMETO Ce IPOMEHS,
HO CHUJTHATa MPUEMCTBEHOCT B KAYECTBOTO Ha MAJIIMHCTBO CE 3ara3Ba.
1) Ilpe3 mepuona Ha crapara HMCTOpHUST OCHOBHATA
3aJlaya M TIOCTHKEHHWE Ha €BpEeHCKHUs HapoJ € Ja pa3BUe€ YYBCTBOTO 3a
coOCTBeHa MHCHUSI WM 1ed. ToBa JKU3HEHO BaXHO MPEAUMCTBO J1aBa



BB3MOKHOCTHA €BPEUTE Ja CBbPXKAT PEJIMTHO3HATA CAMOJIMYHOCT ¢ OopOara 3a
orie/IsiBaHe (B €/1HA 3ajylIaBalia, “aapBUHUCTKA” cpesa).

2) Cop3gaBa"eTo Ha MuiHaTta (ycTHaTa Tpaaulus) U
Tanmyna (OCHOBHMSI M3TOYHMK 3a 3aKOHOAATEJICTBO, OOMYaM W MOpPAIHU
[IEHHOCTH HAa 0Jlau3Ma) OT paBUHUTE WM (hapuceuTe, peuiaBa To3u Mpodsiem
KaTo MO3BOJISIBA HA €BPEUTE Ja C€ ChCPEAoTOYaT BbPXY OHE3M HEIlld, KOUTO Te
MOTaT Ja KOHTPOJHMpPAT — TEXHUS ETUYECKH U PEeNUruo3eH >KuBoT. ToBa
pEIIeHNe CHINO Ch3AaBa MPOOJIEMH, MO-CIEIMATHO, KaK €BPEUTE CIIe/IBA Ja CE
OTHACST KbM CBETa U3BBH TSIXHATA OOIIHOCT.

3) [IpobreMbT 32 B3aMMOJIEHCTBUETO CHC CBETA M3BBHH
TAXHATa OOIIHOCT OTHOBO € ‘“‘pemieH’” Mpe3 CPeTHOBEKOBHHS Tmepuona. Upes
ChUETABAHETO HA MPECICABAHUS U M30JIAlUS OT CTpaHA HA HEEBPEUCKUS CBST H
Ha M30paHa caMOM30JIaIls OT CTpaHa HsAa €BPEUCKUTE OOIIHOCTH, €BPEHCKHST
KUBOT CE HACOYBA HABHTPE W HETOBUTE TPAIUIIMH CE€ 3aIa3BaT, IOPH M B HaW-
pa3npbCHATUTE OOLTHOCTH.

4) Ycunuara Ha eBpeuTe Ipe3 MOJEpHATa ernoxa ce
BBPTAT OKOJIO JBE II€JIM, KOUTO IMOHSKOra ca ChbBMECTHMMH, MOHsKora He. OT
eHa CTpaHa T€ CE€ ONUTBAT Ja MPEOAOJ]EAT MOJUTHYECKAaTa M COILMaIHa
ySI3BUMOCT HacjeleHa oT BekoBe. OT Jipyra cTpaHa, Te IbpKar Ja 3anassT Uiu
BBH3CTAHOBST COJUAAPHOCTTA U MHTEH3UBHOCTTA HA OTHOIIECHUSATA MEXKAY TAX OT
BpEMEHaTa KOraTo ca >KMBEJI 3aTBOPEHO.

B cneppamust pasnmen e aHaau3upaMe CUJIHUTE H
cmabuTte CTpaHW Ha MOJIEpHATA €BPEUCKA CAMOJIIMYHOCT.

Cuua u 0e3cuiine B MOJEPHATA eBpeiicKa HCTOPHUS

EBpeute mpe3 mojepHaTa enoxa OnMTaxa Ja pemiar
CBOUTE MpoOJeMU uUpe3 KYJITYpHU U MOJUTHYECKU cpelcTBa. B obmactra Ha
KyJITypaTa Te Onuraxa:

1) Acumunupanemo Ha  MmoOepHama  Kyimypa.
ITokazareneHn npuMep B TOBa OTHOLICHHUE € KMBOTHT U Kapuepara Ha Moilicen
Mennencon (1729-1786). Toii ce onuTBa a IPUMUPH €BPEUTE U BHHIIHUS CBST
KaTo TW HampaBu “no-npocBereHn”. ToBa naBa MpeaIuMCTBOTO 3a y4acTHE Ha
eBpenuTe B MPEITHKHM 00JIaCTH Ha MoJAEpHHs XMBOT. HemocTtaThKkbT HAa TOBa
npuoOIaBaHe ce ChbCTOU B TOBA, Y€ 3alla3BaHETO HA CAMOJMYHOCTTA Ha €BPEUTE
CTaBa MHOT'O TPYIHO.

2) Omxsevpaanemo Ha MooepHama Kyaimypd 6 UMeno
Ha “npagoseprnocmma’’. B TOBa OTHOLIEHUE MTOKA3ATENEH € IPUMEPA HA paBUHA
Ucpaen Maiiep Karen unmn “llloserny Xaum™ (1838-1933). Toli He e u3BecTeH
U3BbH HEEBPEHCKUTE KpPbBIOBE, HO JaXe cera MHOro HaOOXHH €Bpeu
0JlaroroBesT Mpej Hero, 3aloTo TOW TBBbPIU, Y€ MOJEPHUS CBAT HE TpsOBa Ja
NPUHYXKJaBa €BpEUTE J]a IPOMEHST TPATUIIMOOHUs CH KUBOT. [lo00HU purypu



JaBaT Ha €BPEUTE BB3MOXKHOCT Ja OBbJaT €AHAa CaMOOMpEIedila ce OOLIHOCT,
HO C LIeHaTa Ha U30Jalus U JaKe Ha BPBIIAHE KbM CPETHOBEKOBHUTE YCIOBHUS.

3) Ilpedopmynupane na woauzma Kkamo Kyaimypa uiu
yusunuzayusi. MojepHata enoxa Jaje ToJeMH €BpEeHWCKUM HUCTOPUILIM KaTo
Xaitapux I'penr (1817-1891) B I'epmanuss u Cumon Jlyonos (1860-1941) B
N3touna EBpomna. TexHute ycunus JaBaT OCHOBAaHUE HA MHTEJICKTYAIUTE Ja Ce
TOpAEsT C I0Jlau3Ma, HO T€ UMaT MPUBJIEKATEIHOCT 32 00pa30BaHUTE KPBIOBE U
HE Ka3BaT Ha HApOJia B KaKBO J1a BSPBA.

4) Bw3xeansasanemo Ha eepeume KAmo UIKIIOUUMENEH
Hapoo. EBpenTe MOHSKOra MMaT W3BECTHOCTTA HA OCOOCHO WHTEIUTCHTHH U
MHOTO JUCKYCHH 3a €BPEUTE MPE3 MOJEPHATA €10Xa CE CHIIPOBKAAT OT CITUCHITN
Ha “reHun”’. EBpeuTe maBaT MHOKECTBO IPUHOCHM HA MOJEpPHHUA CBAIT U
NpU3HABaHETO HA TO3U (akT e xenatenHo. OT aApyra cTpaHa, TPYIHO € Ja Kaxe
KO€ TOYHO € €BPEHCKOTO B T€3U IIPUHOCH.
B cBeTa Ha nonuTHKaTA:

1) Ocransinemo na énuamenuu IUYHOCMU, OOUKHOBEHO
MuHucmpu unu munuonepu. IlokaszateneH mpumep € Kapuepata Ha Moy3sec
Mounteduope (1784-1885), OpuTaHCKM €BpeWH, KOWTO H3IOJ3Ba CBOETO
OOraTCTBO M BIMSHUE 3a Ja IloMara Ha €BpPEWCKM Kay3u IO 151 CBST.
PormmmngoBuu ca apyr npumep. IIpenuMcTBara M HEIOCTATHLUUTE HA TaKUBa
¢burypu ca B3aMMHO CBBpP3aHH. 1€ MoraT BBHPIIAT MHOTO JOOpH Jenia, HO Te
MPEAN3BUKBAT CHINO 3aBUCT U BB3MYIIEHNE, a M CAMHUTE T€ Ca YSI3BUMH KOTATO
3aryOsIT BIACT U BIUSHHE.

2) Brawoueanemo Ha espelickume uHmepecu 8 201emu
ceemosHu Ogudxcenus. Haii-oueBuJieH € TMPUMEPHT C EBPEMCKOTO y4yacTHe B
COIMAIMCTUYECKUTE M KOMYHUCTHYECKUTE mapTuu. ChunmHEeHHsITAa Ha (QuUrypu
Poza JlrokcemOypr (1870-1919), ca m3pa3 Ha yOeKIEHUETO, Y€ EBPEHCKHST
BBIIPOC MOKE J1a Ob/ie pellieH OT eHa BceoOIa pepoitouus. Ta3u crparerus He
yCIisi, HO HE € U3KJIFOUYEHO T# J]a Ce MOBTOPH B pa3IMuHU (HopMu.

3) Cv30asanemo na espeticka Ovpoicasa. LInoHU3IMBT €
Hal-yCMEIIHOTO €BPEeHCKO MOJMTUYECKO [IBI)KEHHE Ha MOJEpHAaTa ernoxa.
[IpeaumcTBaTa, KOMTO TOM HOCH HA EBPEHCKHUS HApPOJA Ca OYEBHIHM, HO
Oe3kpaitHata BoriHa B bim3kus M3Tok mpaBU HETOBUTE HEOCTATBIUA CHIIO ThU
oueBHIHHU. J[BeTe CTpaHu TPyIHO MOTAT Ja OBJAT pa3aciiCHU.

O01mm 3aKII04YeHHs:
Unesita 3a “cunmata u O€3CUIMETO” J1aBa BH3MOKHOCT
na Obae pa3dpaHa eBpeickaTa UCTOPHs, OCOOCHO ako MMaMe TPEIBU, Y€ TE€3U

TCPMHUHHU Ca OTHOCUTCIIHN U Cd B3AMMHO CBbP3aHHU.

Jpyr noaxopsil METo/1 € CpaBHSABAHETO HAa eBpeicKara
UCTOpUA C Ta3d Ha JpPyru Hapoad, ocobeHo Mankute. Hampumep,



pa3uCKBaHMATA MO “‘cuiiaTa U 6e3cuIneTo” B ObJArapckaTa UCTOpHs, OMxa MOTIH
Ja Ob1aT 0COOEHO UHTEPECHH.

Humo npu enuH TakbB MOAXOM MOXKE Ja HU Kaxe 8
KaKeo J1a BSIpBaMe, HUTO Om K020 Ja ce Bb3XullaBame. ToBa Moxe na Obie
peleHne, KOeTo CaMUTe HUEe B3eMaMe.



